King County DNRP Water Quality Index

STATION | 450 WATER YEAR | 2008
GAUGE # 5laa Sammamish at Mouth Overall Index 52

Station 0450 on the Sammamish River is located at the bridge on 68th Avenue Northeast in Kenmore where the river drains into
Lake Washington. This site was monitored from 1971 to 2008 when budget cutbacks forced King County to reduce its water quality
monitoring program. The station was replaced by 450CC further upstream at NE 145th, near the City of Woodinville. The river has
been dramatically altered throughout its history; before extensive human development in the late 19th century, the Sammamish
was a sinuous, low gradient river with broad, swampy floodplains. However, the lowering of the elevation of Lake Washington due
to the Chittenden Locks and extensive drainage “improvements” such as channelization and dredging greatly decreased the
complexity of the river, shortening its length from 17 to 13.5 miles. The main corridor of the river flows from the Lake Sammamish
weir in Marymoor Park and drains into Lake Washington at Kenmore. The Sammamish supports five species of salmonids, though
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Annual Water Quality Index Scores
Water quality was MODERATE based on data collected 10/1/2007 to 9/30/2008.
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Monthly Scores For Water Year 2008 About The Water Quality Index:
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For more information about this creek please visit our website at http://green.kingcounty.gov/WLR/Waterres,
http://green.kingcounty.gov/WLR/Waterres/StreamsData/streamlist.aspx StreamsData/WQI.aspx
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